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called Mothers Against Hunger. This event 
raises tens of thousands of dollars for Serbian 
orphans in the former Yugoslavia. The St. 
George parish also supports donations to 
other charitable organizations such as the 
Carmelite Home in East Chicago. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask that you and my other distinguished 
colleagues join me in honoring and congratu-
lating the Saint George Serbian Orthodox 
Church in Schererville, Indiana on its 100th 
Anniversary. Throughout many hardships and 
trials, the members of Saint George have 
dedicated themselves to preserving Serbian 
heritage, tradition, and spiritual beliefs. For 
their commitment to serving so many in need, 
the church leaders and congregation are to be 
admired and are worthy of the highest praise. 
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TRIBUTE TO BENZEL’S BAKERY 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 
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Friday, September 9, 2011 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Benzel’s Bakery of Altoona, PA. This 
year, Benzel’s is celebrating its 100th year in 
business. In 1911, Adolph Benzel came to 
America with a recipe and a dream to make 
pretzels. The company started off as a one- 
man operation, everything done by hand. 
Today this family business is one of the top 
pretzel producers in the country. Benzel’s em-
ploys 70 full time workers and makes 35 vari-
eties of pretzels under the brand name 
Pennysticks Pretzels. The company gives 
back to the community. They have established 
a fund with the Central Pennsylvania Commu-
nity Foundation in honor of Adolph Benzel. 
The company has also donated $150,000 for 
a renovation project at a local theatre. I extend 
my congratulations to Benzel’s Bretzel Bakery 
and expect another hundred years from this 
great family business. 
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Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Dean Janeway, President and 
Chief Operating Officer of Wakefern Food Cor-
poration. Mr. Janeway is retiring after nearly 
five decades of service. 

Wakefern Food Corporation, headquartered 
in Woodbridge, New Jersey, is the largest re-
tailer-owned cooperative in the United States. 
Members of this cooperative operate super-
markets under the ‘‘Shop-Rite’’ banner 
throughout the Northeast, including several lo-
cations in New Jersey’s Seventh Congres-
sional District. 

Mr. Janeway joined Wakefern in the 1960s 
as a junior accountant and eventually worked 
his way to Executive Vice President. He was 
later named Wakefern’s President and Chief 
Operating Officer in 1995. Under his tenure, 
Wakefern significantly expanded the corpora-

tion serving more localities and employing 
more people. 

Mr. Janeway has been dedicated to giving 
back to the community. During his tenure, he 
has directed more than $24 million in dona-
tions to regional food banks. Wakefern has 
also championed numerous local charities in 
support of medical research and treatment, 
fighting hunger, and educating young adults. 
Mr. Janeway has also been honored by the 
Special Olympics of New Jersey and the Arch-
diocese of Newark for his support of charitable 
causes. 

I congratulate Mr. Janeway on his tenure 
with Wakefern Food Corporation and I com-
mend him for his achievements throughout the 
years. 
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Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, last year this 
House dedicated the second week of Sep-
tember as ‘‘National Arts in Education Week.’’ 
As a member of the Congressional Arts Cau-
cus, I was proud to co-sponsor the resolution 
at the time and my belief in the importance of 
arts education and a robust arts scene for art-
ists and innovators is as strong as ever. 

House Resolution 275—introduced by Rep. 
JACKIE SPEIER—states, in part: ‘‘Arts edu-
cation, comprising a rich array of disciplines 
including dance, music, theatre, media arts, lit-
erature, design, and visual arts, is a core aca-
demic subject and an essential element of a 
complete and balanced education for all stu-
dents.’’ 

In the Eighth District of Washington—the 
District I represent in this House—the commu-
nity is blessed with teachers, mentors, and 
parents adamant that young people have an 
opportunity to participate in the arts. It is a joy 
for me to host an annual Congressional Arts 
Competition and view the paintings, photo-
graphs, sketches, and sculptures students cre-
ate. I receive support on picking winners in the 
contest from members of local school boards, 
parents, teachers, and interested community 
members. The Competition culminates in an 
evening of celebration for the young artists 
and the smiles and pride on the faces of par-
ents, grandparents, friends, and students light 
up whatever room the celebration takes place. 

Professional and amateur arts exist in my 
District as well. Even during a historically dif-
ficult economic time such as this, support for 
the arts is robust. The support is present be-
cause people understand what arts and artists 
provide: a unique, illuminating, and important 
perspective on life. 

My hope is that this country and this House 
never lose its belief in the arts. My hope is 
that we all continue to view arts education and 
support for the arts as an indispensable part 
of our culture and the education of our young 
people. I’m happy in the knowledge that 
House Resolution 275 dedicates a week to 
supporting arts in education and I hope this 
House joins me in spotlighting the arts in the 
individual districts of the United States. 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF SAINT 
GEORGE SERBIAN ORTHODOX 
CHURCH OF EAST CHICAGO 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 9, 2011 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great honor and enthusiasm that I congratu-
late Saint George Serbian Orthodox Church 
as its congregation joins together in celebra-
tion of its 100th Anniversary. The congrega-
tion, along with Parish Priest, Reverend 
Aleksandar Savic, and Parish President, Mr. 
Svetko Balach, will be celebrating this momen-
tous milestone with a celebratory reception on 
Sunday, October 2, 2011, at the Center for 
Visual and Performing Arts in Munster, Indi-
ana. 

Saint George Serbian Orthodox Church of 
East Chicago, Indiana was established on Oc-
tober 30, 1911, when a small group of immi-
grants from Serbia joined together with the 
goal of preserving Serbian culture and reli-
gious tradition. That same year, they obtained 
the services of a full time priest, elected their 
first executive board, and began construction 
of their church. The church dedication cere-
mony took place on Saint George’s Day, May 
6, 1912. Many of the Serbian families sac-
rificed and gave of their time to assist in build-
ing this tremendous place of worship. The 
church continued to grow and in the 1920s a 
small hall and the parish house were built on 
the church property. In 1949, construction 
began on a new banquet hall/social center 
which was completed a year later. Saint 
George Serbian Orthodox Church became the 
second Serbian church in Indiana following the 
church built in South Bend; and is the fourth 
oldest original Serbian Orthodox Church in the 
United States in which services continue to be 
held. 

During its existence, Saint George Serbian 
Orthodox Church Parish experienced many 
changes as its membership grew. These 
changes were not only physical changes with-
in the parish itself but also a religious schism 
within the Serbian Orthodox Church that af-
fected its followers. In 1963, a decision from 
Belgrade regarding the church structure re-
sulted in years of turmoil that divided Serbian 
Americans and the Serbian Orthodox Church 
into two groups. Some members of the church 
in East Chicago left and went on to build a 
new church in Northwest Indiana. In 1992, the 
church reunified and what remained from the 
division were many churches throughout the 
area spreading Serbian Orthodoxy. Today the 
Serbian Orthodox Church remains one of the 
greatest assets for East Chicago. 

Saint George Serbian Orthodox Church con-
tinues to touch the lives of countless individ-
uals through its compassionate service, espe-
cially to those in need. Over the years, the 
church has come to the aid of Serbian immi-
grants by providing food, shelter and assist-
ance in finding employment. The church auxil-
iary group, Circle of Serbian Sisters, along 
with three other Serbian parishes in Northwest 
Indiana holds an annual fundraiser called 
Mothers Against Hunger. This event raises 
tens of thousands of dollars for Serbian or-
phans in the former Yugoslavia. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in honoring 
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